
 

  

 

  

 

January 2024 Newsletter 
 

 

Happy New Year! Hoping you had a wonderful holiday season and are ready for another year! 

  

As I look back at the past year, it is hard to believe that it started so slowly. The first few months were quiet 

with few events and travel. But in the end, I traveled 125 days in 2023, which was 34% of the year! Travel 

took me domestically to Santa Barbara/Santa Ynez, Paso Robles, Sonoma, Napa, and Temecula, plus 

Arizona, Las Vegas, Chicago, and 22 days in New York. Internationally, I traveled to Italy twice, once to 

Asolo Prosecco DOCG in the north and once to Sicily. I also traveled to the Republic of Georgia and was 
on the news in Georgia talking about my experience at the Gurjaani Wine Festival. 

  

I judged two wine competitions, interviewed 35 winemakers for the Wine Soundtrack USA podcast, and 

filmed 26 Crush On This videos. I co-hosted 12 virtual wine tastings with winemakers for the Forgotten 

Grapes Wine Club. I moderated two virtual panels for the Rhone Rangers and one live panel for Women 

and Wine Sense. I was also invited to serve as an “Expert” for USA Today 10Best.com Readers’ Choice 

Awards which cover various travel and lifestyle topics covering food, destinations, travel gear, things to do, 

seasonal family fun, and more.  

  

I wrote 35 articles for various outlets and more than 100 stories on my blog. And, of the 404 wineries 

included in the 2024 Slow Wine Guide USA, I completed 78 of the interviews and entries. 

  

In addition, I organized and promoted more than twenty live trade and media events for different wine 

regions around the world, including Grappa and Madeira, as well as Italian, French, and Spanish regions. I 

also organized live consumer events for both Grappa and Madeira.  

 

To finish off the year, I was profiled in Bold Journey where I shared a bit about my story and where my 

optimism comes from. 

  

When I look back at the year, I cannot believe that I was worried at the beginning of the year. So, as I start 

another year on a relatively quiet note, I am going to enjoy it as it will not last long! 

  

Here's hoping that 2024 is a wonderful year for us all! I raise a glass and send you cheers!  
 

 

https://fb.watch/nI_oGfQT9i/?mibextid=cr9u03
https://boldjourney.com/meet-allison-levine/


 

The 2024 edition of the Slow Wine Guide is available for sale directly through Slow Food USA. 

  

If you want to purchase your copy, click here!  

  

Save 10% on one book with the code: winemember10 

Save 30% on 6+ copies of the book with the code: multi30 
 

 

 

Attention Pinot Noir Lovers!  
  

If you have Passion4Pinot, then join me in Palm Springs for the Palm Springs Pinot Fest 

Friday, February 2nd - Saturday, February 3rd 
  

The Annual Palm Springs Pinot Noir Festival, aka “A Passion 4 Pinot” is a high-class high-end event. Come 

mingle with winemakers, taste, and discover new wines from over 70 of the best Pinot Noir producers from 

California. The highly popular and desirable wintertime desert playground of Palm Springs will become Pinot 

Noir Central. Come mingle with Pinot lovers from around the world as we celebrate this amazing wine varietal. 
  

The Grand Tasting is on Saturday, February 3rd from 2:00pm - 5:00pm.  

Tickets are $135-$225.  

 

SAVE $25 on tickets to the Grand Tasting. Use the code PleaseThePalate 
  

In addition, I am excited to share that I will be moderating The West Sonoma Coast AVA All-Star 

Tasting Panel Seminar on Saturday, February 3rd at 11:00 am!   
  

Experience the adventure. Taste the journey. Immerse yourself in the wines of Sonoma County’s newest AVA: 

West Sonoma Coast. Farmed at expansive elevations – from sea level to 1400 ft., these wines are uniquely 

wild and expertly tamed by some of the true pioneers of the rugged Sonoma Coast winegrowing region. 
  

The West Sonoma Coast Vintners is an association of wineries and growers who are passionate about 

farming along the mountainous coastline of western Sonoma County. Our members create wines that evoke 

the complexity of the region — wines expressive of our unique community.  

https://slowfoodusa.org/product/slow-wine-guide-usa-2024/
https://slowfoodusa.org/product/slow-wine-guide-usa-2024/


  

This Panel tasting seminar will consist of five of the best Pinot Producers from the West Sonoma Coast AVA. 

Come taste and discover what makes the Pinot Noir from the West Sonoma Coast so delicious and highly 

sought after. 
  

Peay Vineyards – Andy Peay 

Bob Cabral Wines – Bob Cabral 

Three Sticks Wines – Ryan Prichard 

Cobb Wines – Ross Cobb 

Boar’s View – Jennifer Downing 
  

Click Here to Purchase Tickets! Use the code Please The Palate to save $25 on Grand Tasting Tickets! 
  

*********************************************************************************** 

Upcoming monthly virtual wine events: 
  

Forgotten Grapes Monthly Virtual Tastings with Winemakers  

There are more than 3500 wineries in California. That is a lot of wineries. Many of these wineries are small, 

family-owned businesses making anywhere from 500-5000 cases. At Please The Palate, owner Allison Levine 

loves to seek out these small producers and introduce them to friends through stories and events. Each 

month, in partnership with Chris Kern of Forgotten Grapes, we will offer 4 wines for $109 from one of these 

incredible producers. You will also be invited to our virtual tasting with the owner or winemaker on the 

second Thursday of each month.   
  

Upcoming Dates: 
  

February offering: 

J Brix Wines (Escondido) 

1 white wine + 3 red wines 

$109 + tax ($128 value) 
  

March offering: 

Giornata (Paso Robles) 

1 white wine + 3 red wines 

$109 + tax ($125 value) 
  

If you are interested, please email me at info@pleasethepalate.com to let me know you would love to 

receive one of the $109 bundles (plus shipping if out of the Los Angeles area).  
  

Forgotten Grapes is not a club and there is no commitment. Each month, a bundle of wines will be offered for 

a special price. If you are interested, you can order them. I’ll take your credit card and delivery information and 

will charge your card. If you live in Southern California, delivery is FREE and will be personally delivered 

to you (contactless). If you live beyond Southern California, wines can be shipped - $25 in California 

and $30 outside of California to the Western States (AZ, NV, OR, ID). For additional states, please 

contact us.   

  

For a complete list of upcoming events, visit the Events Calendar on www.pleasethepalate.com 

  
 

 

 

https://palmspringspinotfest.com/events/
http://info@pleasethepalate.com
http://www.pleasethepalate.com/


 

Get to know the winemakers and winery owners behind the brands in 30 questions. Listen to the Wine Soundtrack 

podcast and get to know them through serious, thoughtful, personal, funny, and sometimes challenging questions.  

  

Recent USA podcasts: 

Pete Stolpman, Stolpman Vineyards 

Shauna Rosenblum, Ridge Vineyards 

Diana and Peter Merriam, Merriam Vineyards 

Doug Margerum, Margerum Wine Company 

Chad Melville, Melville 

Julie Johnson, Tres Sabores 

Justin Willet, Tyler Winery 

Louisa Lindquist, Verdad Wine 

  

Wine Soundtrack is available on WineSoundtrack.com, Soundcloud, Spreaker, ITunes, YouTube, Spotify, iHeart, and on 

the Wine Soundtrack App. More podcast interviews are coming!  
 

 

  
 

RECENT ARTICLES 

  
 

  

PLEASE THE PALATE WINES OF THE WEEK 

Please The Palate Wine of the Week: Ramble Wines 2021 Valdiguié/Barbera, Buddha’s Dharma Mendocino 

Please The Palate Wine of the Week: Bonifacia Wines 2020 Teroldego, Heringer Vineyard, Clarksburg 

Please The Palate Wine of the Week: Four Lanterns Winery 2018 Kharis, Paso Robles 

Please The Palate Wine of the Week: Margarethhenhof 2021 Elblin “Der Spritzige”, Mosel, Germany 

Please The Palate Wine of the Week: Georges Duboeuf Beaujolais Nouveau 2023 

Please The Palate Wine of the Week: Paula Kornell 2020 Napa Valley Blanc de Noirs 

Please The Palate Wine of the Week: Boutz Cellars 2019 Dasos Mourvèdre, Boutz Ranch Vineyard, Adelaida District, 

Paso Robles 

Please The Palate Wine of the Week: Gary Farrell 2019 Ritchie Vineyard Chardonnay, Russian River Valley, Sonoma 

County 

Please The Palate Wine of the Week: Covenant Israel 2018 Syrah 

Please The Palate Wine of the Week: Sherma Family Wine 2020 Krakhuna, Imereti, Georgia 

Please The Palate Wine of the Week: Wine Well 2022 Kakhuri Mtsvane Amber Dry Wine, Kakheti, Georgia 

Please The Palate Wine of the Week: Domaine Les Fines Graves Moulin-a-Vent 2021, Beaujolais, France 

https://www.winesoundtrack.com/us/wineries/stolpman#podcast-57498982
https://www.winesoundtrack.com/us/wineries/ridge-vineyards#podcast-57498521
https://www.winesoundtrack.com/us/wineries/merriam#podcast-57498008
https://www.winesoundtrack.com/us/wineries/margerum-wine-company#podcast-57497570
https://www.winesoundtrack.com/us/wineries/melville#podcast-57496860
https://www.winesoundtrack.com/us/wineries/tres-sabores#podcast-57287700
https://www.winesoundtrack.com/us/wineries/tyler-winery#podcast-57287407
https://www.winesoundtrack.com/us/wineries/verdad-wine#podcast-57253142
http://www.winesoundtrack.com/
https://soundcloud.com/user-108613377
https://www.spreaker.com/show/wine-soundtrack-usa
https://itunes.apple.com/it/podcast/wine-soundtrack-usa/id1444687516?l=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDz_TUGlk4F8kx2Kx6jrsuA
https://open.spotify.com/show/2oOtiJ5T0x3Blp4hhjmz0s?si=Nl1A4lm6SIyb98QLXnxPBQ
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/53-winesoundtrack-28305848/episodes/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-wine-of-the-week-ramble-wines-2021-valdiguie-barbera-buddhas-dharma-mendocino
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-wine-of-the-week-bonifacia-wines-2020-teroldego-heringer-vineyard-clarksburg/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-wine-of-the-week-four-lanterns-winery-2018-kharis-paso-robles/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-wine-of-the-week-margarethhenhof-2021-elblin-der-spritzige-mosel-germany/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-wine-of-the-week-georges-duboeuf-beaujolais-nouveau-2023/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-wine-of-the-week-paula-kornell-2020-napa-valley-blanc-de-noirs/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-wine-of-the-week-boutz-cellars-2019-dasos-mourvedre-boutz-ranch-vineyard-adelaida-district-paso-robles/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-wine-of-the-week-boutz-cellars-2019-dasos-mourvedre-boutz-ranch-vineyard-adelaida-district-paso-robles/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-wine-of-the-week-gary-farrell-2019-ritchie-vineyard-chardonnay-russian-river-valley-sonoma-county/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-wine-of-the-week-gary-farrell-2019-ritchie-vineyard-chardonnay-russian-river-valley-sonoma-county/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-wine-of-the-week-covenant-israel-2018-syrah/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-wine-of-the-week-sherma-family-wine-2020-krakhuna-imereti-georgia/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-wine-of-the-week-wine-well-2022-kakhuri-mtsvane-amber-dry-wine-kakheti-georgia/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-wine-of-the-week-domaine-les-fines-graves-moulin-a-vent-2021-beaujolais-france/


A Visit To Merriam Vineyards In Sonoma 

Please The Palate Wine of the Week: Caruso e Minini Catarratto 2020 and 2021 and 2022, Sicilia DOC 
  

 

 

 

PLEASE THE PALATE PICKS OF THE WEEK 

Please The Palate Pick of the Week: Dining at SOMM’s Kitchen in Paso Robles 

Please The Palate Pick of the Week: A Curated 5-Course Pairing Menu with LXV Wines in Paso Robles 

Please The Palate Pick of the Week: Discover Your Inner Winemaker with The Blending Lab 

Please The Palate Pick of the Week: Pumpkin Pie Paired With Broadbent Madeira Reserve 5 Years Old 

Please The Palate Pick of the Week: Breakfast at La Cocina de Doña Esthela in Valle de Guadalupe, Baja Mexico 

Please The Palate Pick of the Week: An Evening with Yoshiki, Screening Yoshiki: Under The Sky, and Drinking Y by 

Yoshiki x Champagne Pommery 

Please The Palate Pick of the Week: Gelson’s Market West Los Angeles 

Please The Palate Pick of the Week: Dinner with Rupert and Hugh Symington and their DOC Dry Table Wines 

Please The Palate Pick of the Week: The Deliciousness of Georgian Food 

Please The Palate Pick of the Week: A Georgian Feast at Lost Ridge Inn in the Republic of Georgia 

Please The Palate Pick of the Week: VinoTastr, Discover Your Wine Preference 
  

 

 

 

WINE STORIES 

Explore Sparkling Wines from Alta Langa DOCG with Borgo Maragliano 

Enjoy White Wines? Then Try Five White Wines from Collavini in Friuli, Italy 

The Labels Caught My Eye, And The Wines Were Perfect with Pizza 
  

 

 

 

 

CRUSH ON THIS VIDEOS  

Four Sparkling Wine Styles – Crush On This Episode 143 

Unexpected Wines to Pair with Pizza – Crush On This Episode 142 

Five Fun Wine Facts About Malbec – Crush On This Episode 141 

Ravioli and Wine Pairings – Crush On This Episode 140  

Five Fun Wine Facts About Cabernet Sauvignon – Crush On This Episode 139 

Five Fun Wine Facts About Grenache – Crush On This Episode 138 

 
 

 

 

https://pleasethepalate.com/a-visit-to-merriam-vineyards-in-sonoma/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-wine-of-the-week-caruso-e-minini-catarratto-2020-and-2021-and-2022-sicilia-doc/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-pick-of-the-week-dining-at-somms-kitchen-in-paso-robles/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-pick-of-the-week-a-curated-5-course-pairing-menu-with-lxv-wines-in-paso-robles/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-pick-of-the-week-discover-your-inner-winemaker-with-the-blending-lab/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-pick-of-the-week-pumpkin-pie-paired-with-broadbent-madeira-reserve-5-years-old/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-pick-of-the-week-breakfast-at-la-cocina-de-dona-esthela-in-valle-de-guadalupe-baja-mexico/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-pick-of-the-week-an-evening-with-yoshiki-screening-yoshiki-under-the-sky-and-drinking-y-by-yoshiki-x-champagne-pommery/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-pick-of-the-week-an-evening-with-yoshiki-screening-yoshiki-under-the-sky-and-drinking-y-by-yoshiki-x-champagne-pommery/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-pick-of-the-week-gelsons-market-west-los-angeles/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-pick-of-the-week-dinner-with-rupert-and-hugh-symington-and-their-doc-dry-table-wines/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-pick-of-the-week-the-deliciousness-of-georgian-food/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-pick-of-the-week-a-georgian-feast-at-lost-ridge-inn-in-the-republic-of-georgia/
https://pleasethepalate.com/please-the-palate-pick-of-the-week-vinotastr-discover-your-wine-preference/
https://pleasethepalate.com/explore-sparkling-wines-from-alta-langa-docg-with-borgo-maragliano/
https://pleasethepalate.com/enjoy-white-wines-then-try-five-white-wines-from-collavini-in-friuli-italy/
https://pleasethepalate.com/the-labels-caught-my-eye-and-the-wines-were-perfect-with-pizza/
https://pleasethepalate.com/sparkling-wine-styles-crush-on-this-episode-143/
https://pleasethepalate.com/unexpected-wines-to-pair-with-pizza-crush-on-this-episode-142/
https://pleasethepalate.com/five-fun-wine-facts-about-malbec-crush-on-this-episode-141/
https://pleasethepalate.com/ravioli-and-wine-pairings-crush-on-this-episode-140/
https://pleasethepalate.com/five-fun-wine-facts-about-cabernet-sauvignon-crush-on-this-episode-139/
https://pleasethepalate.com/five-fun-wine-facts-about-grenache-crush-on-this-episode-138/

