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B ehind the scenes, Laemmle has been run by family members of four generations. 
From the oldest member of the family, 97-year-old Alyse Laemmle, wife of co-
founder Kurt Laemmle, to Bob, son of co-founder Max Laemmle, and his son Greg 

Laemmle who run the business today, to siblings and cousins, to one of Greg’s son’s Ezra, 
-�WEX�HS[R�[MXL�XLI�JEQMP]�XS�½RH�SYX�QSVI�EFSYX�[LEX�MX�[EW�PMOI�XS�±KVS[�YT�0EIQQPI�²�
Whether born a Laemmle or married to a Laemmle, there isn’t a single member of the 
0EIQQPI�JEQMP]�XLEX�-�WTSOI�[MXL�XLEX�LEWR´X�[SVOIH�MR�XLI�JEQMP]�FYWMRIWW��*VSQ�EXXIRHMRK�
QSZMIW�XS�WIVZMRK�TSTGSVR�XS�VYRRMRK�XLI�SJ½GIW��EPQSWX�IZIV]�QIQFIV�JEQMP]�LEW�±HSRI�
XLIMV�XMQI�²��

When did you work at the  

theatres and where? 

Bob Laemmle: 
-� WXEVXIH� [SVOMRK� EX� XLI� XLIEXVIW� EX�
JSYVXIIR�ERH�-�[SYPH�EGGSQTER]�Q]�HEH�
XS�XLI�XLIEXVIW�MR�,MKLPERH�4EVO�YWYEPP]�SR�
XLI�HE]W�[LIR�XLIVI�[IVI�OMHH]�QEXMRIIW��
Being that I was relatively large for a 
fourteen year old, my job was to stand 
MR� JVSRX�LSPHMRK�E�¾EWLPMKLX�ERH�XS�XV]�XS�
OIIT�XLI�OMHW�WSVX�SJ� MR�SVHIV©-�[EW�XLI�
YRSJ½GMEP�FSYRGIV���

Mimi Laemmle Reisbaum:
-� VIQIQFIV� XLI]� YWIH� XS� LEZI� OMHH]�
matinees during the war years. I have 

recollections that they used to hand out bubble gum, which in those years was just a real 
XVIEWYVI��%RH�-�VIQIQFIV�OIITMRK�SRI�TMIGI�SJ�FYFFPI�KYQ�JSV�[IIOW�EX�E�XMQI��-�XLIR�
[SVOIH�EX�XLI�0SW�*IPM^�XLIEXVI�SR�ERH�SJJ� JVSQ�XLI�EKI�SJ�XLMVXIIR�XS�X[IRX]�SRI�MR�
concessions and some cashiering. 

Yvonne Ascher: 
What I remember more than anything else was going to the movies on Saturdays and 
PEYKLMRK�SV�GV]MRK�[MXL���������SXLIV�OMHW�� -�TL]WMGEPP]�VIQIQFIV�XLEX�OMRH�SJ�GVS[H�
IQSXMSR�ERH�NYWX�PSZMRK�MX��%PWS��IZIV]�7EXYVHE]�RMKLX�Q]�QSQ�ERH�HEH�[SYPH�HVIWW�YT�
XS�KVIIX�TISTPI�EX�XLI�;IWX[SSH�XLIEXVIW��8LI]�[SYPH�[SVO�XLI�RMKLX�XMGOIX�XEOMRK�ERH�
my mom would sometimes come home with stories about who she saw in line. When I 
[EW�RMRI�SV�XIR�]IEVW�SPH�Q]�½VWX�NSF�[EW�[SVOMRK�MR�XLI�XLIEXVIW��GPIERMRK�YT�EJXIV�XLI�
OMHH]�QEXMRII��-�[SVOIH�EX�XLI�1SRMGE�MR�LMKL�WGLSSP�ERH�MR�XLI�SJ½GI�JSV�E�]IEV�LIPTMRK�
[MXL�XLI�PMXXPI�¾]IV�

Kurt & Alyse Laemmle
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Raquel Shantal �&SF�0EIQQPI´W�½VWX�[MJI:
-�WXEVXIH�KSMRK��IWTIGMEPP]�7EXYVHE]�RMKLXW��[MXL�&SF�ERH�-�[SVOIH�XLI�FS\�SJ½GI��%W�E�
QEXXIV�SJ�JEGX��-�RYVWIH�+VIK�MR�XLI�FS\�SJ½GI�[LMPI�-�[EW�WIPPMRK�XMGOIXW��-�VIQIQFIV�XLEX�
[I�XSSO�LMQ�XS�WGVIIRMRKW�[LIR�LI�[EW�QE]FI�XIR�HE]W�SPH�FIGEYWI�EX�XLI�0SW�*IPM^��XLI]�
LEH�XLI�±GV]MRK�VSSQ�²�E�WSYRHTVSSJ�WIEXMRK�EVIE�RI\X�XS�XLI�TVSNIGXMSR�FSSXL�[LIVI�
TISTPI�GSYPH�WMX�[MXL�GLMPHVIR�ERH�RSX�HMWXYVF�XLI�VIWX�SJ�XLI�EYHMIRGI��-�GSYPH�WXE]�[MXL�
him so that if he cried we didn’t disturb anyone.

Alyse Laemmle �/YVX�0EIQQPI´W�[MJI:
)ZIR�HYVMRK�XLI�(ITVIWWMSR��XLIVI�[SYPH�FI�PMRIW�EVSYRH�XLI�FPSGO�EX�XLI�*VEROPMR�SR�
Saturdays because everyone would get out of the house to forget their troubles.

Greg Laemmle:
I ’d just turned f if teen when I started 
[SVOMRK�EX�XLI�1SRMGE��8LIVI�[EW�EP[E]W�
E� PMXXPI�FMX�SJ�I\XVE�EXXIRXMSR�TYX�SR�QI�
FIGEYWI�XLI]�ORI[�-�[EW�JEQMP]�

Jay Reisbaum  
�&SF�0EIQQPI´W�RITLI[:
-�WXEVXIH�[SVOMRK�EX�XLI�0SW�*IPM^�[LIR�-�
was maybe thirteen or fourteen.

Susan Laemmle 
�&SF�0EIQQPI´W�½VWX�GSYWMR:
One thing I remember is that whenever we 

[SYPH�KS�SYX�XS�HS�WSQIXLMRK��[I�[SYPH�EP[E]W�WXST�F]�XLI�XLIEXVIW�SR�XLI�[E]�LSQI�
XS�WII�[LEX�XLI�KVSWW�[EW�JSV�XLI�RMKLX��;LIR�-�[EW�SPHIV��-�[SVOIH�EX�XLI�0SW�*IPM^��-�
IWTIGMEPP]�PSZIH�WIPPMRK�WSTLMWXMGEXIH�8SFPIVSRI�GERH]�EPSRK�[MXL�TSTGSVR��

Tish Laemmle �+VIK�0EIQQPI´W�[MJI:
-�[SVOIH�EX�XLI�6S]EP�FVMI¾]�SR�;IHRIWHE]W�JSV�WIZIVEP�QSRXLW��%GXYEPP]��SYV�½VWX�HEXI�
[EW�EX�XLI�6S]EP��+VIK�ERH�-�WE[�XLI�QSZMI�Opening Night��[LMGL�RIMXLIV�SJ�YW�PMOIH��7S�[I�
TVIXIRHIH�XLI�½VWX�HEXI�HMHR´X�LETTIR�ERH�[IRX�XS�XLI�0ERHQEVO�ERH�WE[�An Angel at My 
Table��;I�FSXL�PSZIH�XLEX�QSZMI�ERH�HIGMHIH�XS�PMI�ERH�WE]�XLEX�[EW�SYV�½VWX�QSZMI�

Alyse, Sandra, Susan & Kurt Laemmle

Dani, Max, Tara, Ari & Jay Reisbaum
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Deborah Blum  
�/YVX�0EIQQPI´W�KVERHHEYKLXIV:
1]�½VWX�NSF�[EW�EX�XLI�1SRMGE�ERH�MX�[EW�E�
PSX�SJ�JYR��-�PSZIH�[SVOMRK�XLIVI��;I�EPWS�
PSZIH�KSMRK�XS�WII�XLI�½PQW�

Jacob Laub  
�&SF�0EIQQPI´W�KVERHWSR:
1]�QSXLIV�?=ZSRRIA�EP[E]W�XEPOIH�EFSYX�
LS[�IZIV]SRI�HMH�XLIMV�HYX]�MR�XLI�VEROW�
SJ�WXEJ½RK�XLI�XLIEXVIW�ERH� MX�[EW� NYWX�E�
VMXI�SJ�TEWWEKI� JSV�ER]� JEQMP]�QIQFIV�� -�
remember my summer in between high 
WGLSSP�ERH�GSPPIKI�[LIR�-�[SVOIH�EX�XLI�1SRMGE��-�EXI�E�PSX�SJ�TSTGSVR�ERH�-�XVMIH�EPP�XLI�
HMJJIVIRX�XSTTMRKW��-�EPWS�VIQIQFIV�XLI�PEWX�XLVII�QMRYXIW�SJ�E�[LSPI�FYRGL�SJ�HMJJIVIRX�
movies, such as March of the Penguins��FIGEYWI�XLEX´W�EPP�]SY�[SYPH�VIEPP]�WII��-�EPWS�XLMRO�
that I must have listened to the song Wild Horses 150 times that summer, as it seemed to 
FI�XLI�½VWX�WSRK�XLEX�TPE]IH�EJXIV�IZIV]�QSZMI�IRHIH�������! �����%�PSX�QSVI�[EW�I\TIGXIH�SJ�
you if you were a family member. But, if you did your job, you were treated no differently 
XLER�ER]SRI�IPWI��;LEX�-�JSYRH�MRXIVIWXMRK�EFSYX�[SVOMRK�MR�XLI�XLIEXVIW�[EW�XLI�VL]XLQ�
SJ�MX��=SY�LEH�TIVMSHW�[LIVI�]SY�[IVI�[SVOMRK�VIEPP]�LEVH�ERH�XLIR�]SY�OMRH�SJ�GLMPPIH�
ERH�LYRK�SYX�[MXL�XLI�WXEJJ��EXI�TSTGSVR��VIEH�E�FSSO�

Warren Blum, Rachel Fletcher, Esther & Deborah Blum

Gabriel, Tish, Nadav, Greg & Ezra Laemmle

Growing up, Bob said it was common for him to see  

celebrities like Agnes Varda, Jacques Demy, Pauline Kael,  

Peter Bogdanovich, Leon Belasco and others attend movies. 

But, they never received special treatment or free tickets.

Bob Laemmle: 
;I�HMH�RSX�GSHHPI�GIPIFVMXMIW��8LI]�[SYPH�WXERH�MR�PMRI�SYXWMHI�XLI�6IKIRX�8LIEXVI�NYWX�PMOI�
IZIV]FSH]�IPWI��-X�[EW�RIZIV�VIEPP]�E�TVSFPIQ���TISTPI�VIWTIGXIH�XLIQ��XLI]�HMHR´X�LEWWPI�
them. I remember very clearly one time when somebody came into the theatre and drew 
E�PSX�SJ�EXXIRXMSR��ERH�-�LEH�RS�MHIE�[LS�XLI�TIVWSR�[EW��-X�[EW�E�8:�WXEV�FYX�LI�GEQI�MR�
LERHMRK�E�XMGOIX�EPSRK�[MXL�XLI�SXLIV�����TISTPI�XLEX�[IVI�[EMXMRK�MR�PMRI�
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Jay Reisbaum:
-X�[EW�E�FYWMRIWW��4ISTPI�[SYPH�GEPP�ERH�WE]��±-´Q�WS�ERH�WS´W�EWWMWXERX��-�RIIH�WTIGMEP�TEWWIW��
EGGIWW��IRXV]��[LEXIZIV�²�ERH�MX�[EW�PMOI��±8LEX´W�RSX�[LEX�[I�HS�²

But, from time to time, someone famous  

would come to the theatre that caught their attention. 

Raquel Shantal:
-�VIQIQFIV�WIPPMRK�TSTGSVR�EX�XLI�6IKIRX�ERH�XLMROMRK�±1]�+SH��-´ZI�NYWX�WIIR�XLI�QSWX�
FIEYXMJYP�FPYI�I]IW�-�LEZI�IZIV�WIIR�MR�Q]�PMJI�²�3RP]�PEXIV�HMH�-�VIEPM^I�XLEX�MX�[EW�4EYP�
Newman.

Yvonne Ascher  
�&SF�0EIQQPI´W�HEYKLXIV: 
I remember when Wilt Chamberlain came 
to the theatre and I was amazed that he was 
QYGL�XEPPIV�XLER�Q]��´�²�HEH�

Jay Reisbaum:
I have a vivid memory as a fourteen year 
SPH� SJ� 6EUYIP� ;IPGL� GSQMRK� MRXS� XLI� 
Los Feliz.

David Ascher �&SF�0EIQQPI´W�WSR:  
-�VIQIQFIV�/EVIIQ�%FHYP�.EFFEV�GSQMRK�XS�XLI�XLIEXIV�ERH�XLI��´��²�XEPP�XMGOIX�XEOIV�LEH�
XS�WPS[P]�EVGL�LMW�RIGO�YT�XS�PSSO�EX�/EVIIQ´W�JEGI�

And sometimes the  

Laemmles themselves were 

considered celebrities.

Bob Laemmle:
-�VIQIQFIV�XLEX�-�[EW�WMXXMRK�MR�XLI�FEGO�
row at the Music Hall before the movie 
WXEVXIH�ERH�XLIVI�[EW�E�TIVWSR�EX�XLI�IRH�
of the row that had a coat and a bag and 
IZIV]XLMRK�SR�E�WIEX�RI\X�XS�XLIQ��8LI�
theatre was full and there was somebody 
coming in and wanted to sit in that seat.  
8LI�QER�VIJYWIH�XS�KMZI�YT�XLI�WIEX�ERH�-�
KSX�YT�ERH�-�XSPH�LMQ��±=SY�LEZI�XS�GSQI�
SYXWMHI�[MXL�QI�� -´Q�OMGOMRK�]SY�SYX�SJ�
XLI�XLIEXVI�²�%RH�LI�WEMH�WSQIXLMRK�XS�
XLI�IJJIGX�SJ��±=SY�GER´X�HS�XLEX�²�%RH�-�
WEMH��±=IW��-�GER��-�S[R�XLI�XLIEXIV�²�%RH�
LI�WEMH��±=39´6)�&SF�0EIQQPI#�-�EP[E]W�
[ERXIH�XS�QIIX�]SY�²�-�WXMPP�OMGOIH�LMQ�SYX�
of the theatre.

Bob, Michelle, Tish & Greg Laemmle

Yvonne Ascher, Leonard, Aaron & Jacob Laub
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Mimi, Bobbie, Bob & Max Laemmle

Tish Laemmle:
I can’t even tell you how many times I’ve 
FIIR�[MXL�+VIK�[LIVI�TISTPI�LEZI�JSYRH�
out that he’s Greg Laemmle, President and 
')3�SJ�0EIQQPI�8LIEXIVW��%�GSYTPI�SJ�
XMQIW�TISTPI�LEZI� PMXIVEPP]�FS[IH�HS[R�
FYX�QSWX�SJ�XLI�XMQI�XLI]�WE]��±;I�SRP]�
KS�XS�0EIQQPI�8LIEXVIW�²�%RH�XLIR�XLI]�
GSRXMRYI�[MXL��±3L��ERH�]SYV�TSTGSVR�MW�
XIVVMFPI�²������! ����2MRIX]�JMZI�TIVGIRX�SJ�
XLI�XMQI��TISTPI�EVI�FPS[R�E[E]�F]�[LEX�
the theatres have done for the city of Los 
%RKIPIW��ERH�MX´W�E�LYKI�WIRWI�SJ�TVMHI�JSV�
QI��3RGI��[I�[IRX�XS�XLI�8S[R�'IRXIV�MR�
)RGMRS�ERH�XLI�QEREKIV�EWOIH�+VIK�MJ�LI�
[SYPHR´X�QMRH�WTIRHMRK�ER�I\XVE�QMRYXI�
QIIXMRK�SRI�SJ�XLI�RI[IV�IQTPS]IIW�[LS�
had never met a Laemmle before. He came 

SYX�ERH�[EW�WLEOMRK��LI�[EW�WS�RIVZSYW�ERH�LSRSVIH�XS�WLEOI�+VIK´W�LERH��-�VIQIQFIV�
being so touched that someone would feel that way about us. 

Was it expected that family  

members would work in the business?  

Bob Laemmle:
;LIR�-�[EW�KVS[MRK�YT��[I�SRP]�LEH�XLI�SRI�XLIEXVI��XLI�0SW�*IPM^�� -�[SVOIH�XLIVI�
[LMPI�-�[EW�KSMRK�XLVSYKL�GSPPIKI��&YX�Q]�HEH�[EWR´X�ER�IEW]�TIVWSR�XS�KIX�EPSRK�[MXL�
ERH� -�RIZIV�ERXMGMTEXIH� XLEX� XLMW�[EW�E�FYWMRIWW� XLEX� -�[SYPH�KS� MRXS��&YX�� MR�������
[LMPI�-�[EW�[SVOMRK�EX�XLI�FERO�MR�E�QEREKIVMEP�TVSKVEQ�MR�XLI�PIRHMRK�HITEVXQIRX��-�
LEH�XS�XEOI�GEVI�SJ�VYRRMRK�XLI�FYWMRIWW��QEOMRK�TLSRI�GEPPW��SVHIVMRK�XLMRKW��LEZMRK�
EPP� XLI� GSRXEGXW��[LMPI�Q]�TEVIRXW�QEHI� E� WM\�[IIO� XVMT� FEGO� IEWX ��8LMW� MW� RSX� MR�
XLI�HE]W�SJ�GIPP�TLSRIW��GSQTYXIVW�SV�ER]� X]TI�SJ�GSRXEGX �� WS� -�GSYPHR´X� VIEPP]�GEPP�
SR�LMQ� JSV�EHZMGI��8LIVI´W� E�FMK�HMJJIVIRGI�FIX[IIR�[SVOMRK�EX� XLI� XLIEXVI� WIPPMRK�
XMGOIXW�� WIPPMRK� GSRGIWWMSRW�� GPIERMRK� YT� ERH� WXYJ J� PMOI� XLEX �� ERH� XLI� FILMRH�XLI� 
WGIRIW�SJ�VYRRMRK�E�FYWMRIWW��8LEX�[EW�XLI�TEVX�XLEX� -�RIZIV�[EW�VIEPP]�I\TSWIH�XS�� -�
VIEPM^IH�XLEX�-´H�FIXXIV�ORS[�[LEX�[EW�KSMRK�SR��FIGEYWI�MX�QE]�LETTIR�XLEX�-�LEZI�XS�
XEOI�SZIV�²�������! �����1]�HEH�ERH�-�XEPOIH�EFSYX�MX�ERH�LI�HIGMHIH�XLEX�-�GSYPH�GSQI�MR�
EW�E�NYRMSV�IQTPS]II�[MXL�FEWMGEPP]�XLI�WEQI�WEPEV]�EW�-�[EW�QEOMRK�EX�XLI�FERO�WS�XLEX�-�
HMHR´X�LEZI�XS�MRGYV�E�PSWW��8LI�MHIE�[EW�XLEX�[I�[SYPH�WXEVX�PSSOMRK�JSV�E�WIGSRH�PSGEXMSR�
ERH�[I�HIGMHIH�XS�I\TERH�XS�4EWEHIRE�

Mimi Reisbaum �&SF�0EIQQPI´W�WMWXIV:
-�[SVOIH�MR�XLI�XLIEXVI�XS�WYTTPIQIRX�Q]�MRGSQI�[LMPI�-�[EW�KIXXMRK�Q]�GVIHIRXMEPW��&YX��
-�HMHR´X�[ERX�XS�[SVO�MR�XLI�FYWMRIWW�ERH�MRWXIEH�FIGEQI�E�7TIGMEP�)H��XIEGLIV�

Raquel Shantal:
-X�[EW�I\TIGXIH�SJ�+VIK�WMRGI�LI�[EW�FSVR��-�LIEVH�MX�JVSQ�+VERHQE�0EIQQPI�E�PSX��-�XLMRO�
XS�LIV��XLI�0EIQQPI�XVEHMXMSR�LEH�XS�GSRXMRYI��&YX��-�HMH�RSX�PMOI�XLI�MHIE�FIGEYWI�-�WE[�E�
PSX�SJ�GSR¾MGX�FIX[IIR�&SF�ERH�1E\��-�HMHR´X�[ERX�XLEX�JSV�Q]�WSR�ERH�FIWMHIW��-�XLSYKLX�
that Greg was such an intellectual, I could see him with a Ph.D. 
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Greg Laemmle:
From what I can recall, my going into the 
FYWMRIWW�[EWR´X�VIEPP]�XEPOIH�EFSYX�[LIR�-�
[EW�KVS[MRK�YT��-�ORI[�XLEX�EX�SRI�TSMRX�
someone had offered to buy the theatres 
and for a variety of reasons my father 
had declined. I guess maybe somewhere I 
XLSYKLX�XLEX�TPEGIH�ER�SFPMKEXMSR�SR�QI�XS�
OIIT�MX�KSMRK��&YX�MX�[EW�EPWS�ER�STTSVXYRMX]�
because I was interested in education and 
YWMRK�½PQ�EW�E�[E]�SJ�FYMPHMRK�GSQQYRMX]���

Yvonne Ascher:
-�HSR´X�XLMRO�MX�[EW�IZIV�IRGSYVEKIH�JSV�QI�
XS�[SVO�MR�XLI�JEQMP]�FYWMRIWW��&YX�MX� MW�E�

TEVX�SJ�[LS�-�EQ��)ZIR�EJXIV�-�PIJX�0�%��ERH�QSZIH�XS�1SRXIVI]��XLI�½VWX�XLMRK�-�HMH�[EW�
XS�WIIO�SYX�XLI�WEQI�GSQQYRMX]�YT�LIVI�ERH�-�KSX�E�NSF�EX�XLI�MRHITIRHIRX�XLIEXVI�EW�E�
cashier and then I was an assistant manager. 

Jay Reisbaum:
;I�EPP�LEH�ZIV]�GPSWI�VIPEXMSRWLMTW�[MXL�SYV�KVERHTEVIRXW�ERH�-�EP[E]W�LEH�E�PSZI�JSV�XLI�
FYWMRIWW�ERH�KVIEX�TVMHI�MR�XLI�JEGX�XLEX�0EIQQPI�[EW�WS�LMKLP]�VIKEVHIH��-�LEZI�EP[E]W�
PSZIH�½PQ�ERH�XSSO�WSQI�½PQ�GPEWWIW�EX�9'0%��&YX�Q]�WIRWI�[EW�XLEX�Q]�KVERHQSXLIV�
[EW�RSX�ZIV]�I\GMXIH�EFSYX�QI�KSMRK�MRXS�XLI�FYWMRIWW��WS�-�RIIHIH�XS�½RH�Q]�S[R�TEXL��
-�[IRX�ERH�KSX�E�1EWXIV´W�(IKVII�MR�VIEP�IWXEXI�HIZIPSTQIRX�ERH�GEQI�MRXS�XLI�JEQMP]�
FYWMRIWW�SJJIVMRK�E�HMJJIVIRX�TIVWTIGXMZI��

Who is next to take over? Will it stay in the family?

Tish Laemmle: 
+EFVMIP�NYWX�ERRSYRGIH�LI´W�KSMRK�XS�FI�E�½PQ�QENSV��%RH�FSXL�LI�ERH�)^VE�LEZI�I\TVIWWIH�
interest in running the business. Our third son, Nadav is the only one who made it one 
LYRHVIH�TIVGIRX�GPIEV�LI�[ERXW�RSXLMRK�XS�HS�[MXL�MX�

Ezra Laemmle �+VIK�0EIQQPI´W�WSR�
-�EQ�EGXYEPP]�WXYH]MRK�½PQ��6MKLX�RS[�MXW�GVMXMGEP�XLISV]�ERH�-�EQ�KSMRK�XS�[SVO�Q]�[E]�
XS[EVHW�TVSHYGXMSR��'MRIQEXSKVETL]�SV�PMKLXMRK�MW�[LIVI�-�[SYPH�PMOI�XS�WXEVX�

Jay Reisbaum:
1]�SPHIWX�WSR�NYWX�KVEHYEXIH�GSPPIKI�ERH�MW�[SVOMRK�MR�XLI�½PQ�MRHYWXV]�FYX�LI�[ERXW�XS�
JSGYW�QSVI�SR�XLI�TVSHYGXMSR�

What does It mean to be a Laemmle?

Bob Laemmle:
+VS[MRK�YT��-�LEH�RS�GSRXI\X�SJ�E�LMWXSVMGEP�QIERMRK�XS�MX��-�[EWR´X�E[EVI�SJ�XLI�WMKRM½GERGI�
SJ�[LS�'EVP�0EIQQPI�[EW�YRXMP�-�TVSFEFP]�KSX�XS�EHYPXLSSH��1]�HEH�ERH�LMW�FVSXLIV�[IVI�
XLI�½VWX�SJ�SYV�KIRIVEXMSR�XS�KS�MRXS�XLI�I\LMFMXMSR�FYWMRIWW���

Ezra, Greg, Gabriel, Nadav & Bob Laemmle
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David Ascher, Greg Laemmle, Yvonne Ascher, Bob Laemmle, Jessica Laemmle &  
Michael Ascher

Yvonne Ascher:
8LIVI�[EW�E�WIRWI�SJ�TVMHI�MR�[LEX�[I�HMH��[LEX�XLI�JEQMP]�HMH��ERH�[LEX�[I�FVSYKLX�
XS�XLI�GSQQYRMX]��1]�HEH�MW�TEWWMSREXI��ERH�WSQI�SJ�XLI�ZEPYIW�EFSYX�LS[�]SY�VYR�E�
business I learned from watching him and now Greg. We would have discussions about 
LS[�]SY�VER�E�FYWMRIWW��[LEX�[EW�MQTSVXERX�MR�FYWMRIWW��LS[�]SY�XVMIH�XS�KVS[�]SYV�
FYWMRIWW��ERH�LS[�]SY�QEVOIXIH�]SYV�FYWMRIWW��8LI�[MPPMRKRIWW�XS�XV]�XS�HMWXMRKYMWL�
]SYVWIPJ� ERH�WXE]� XVYI� XS�]SYV�QMWWMSR�ERH� XLI�ZEPYI�SJ� PS]EPX]� XS�IQTPS]IIW�[EW�
WSQIXLMRK�XLEX�[EW�EP[E]W�WXVIWWIH��8LSWI�[IVI�HI½RMXIP]�PMJI�PIWWSRW�ERH�GSVI�ZEPYIW�
MR�[LEX�QEOIW�E�FYWMRIWW�EFPI�XS�PEWX�JSV�WIZIRX]�½ZI�]IEVW��=IW��TVSHYGX�MW�TEVX�SJ�MX��FYX�
MX´W�EPWS�FVERHMRK��PS]EPX]��MHIRXMJ]MRK�]SYV�EYHMIRGI�ERH�KMZMRK�FEGO�XS�XLI�GSQQYRMX]��

Greg Laemmle:
±3OE]��FI]SRH�WYVZMZEP��[LEX�HSIW� MX�QIER�XS�FI�E�FYWMRIWW#²�4S[IV�KMZIW�]SY�XLI�
STTSVXYRMX]�XS�HS�XLMRKW�FYX�QE]FI�EX�XLI�I\TIRWI�SJ�SXLIVW��-´Q�RSX�MRXIVIWXIH�MR�XLEX��
3R�XLI�SXLIV�LERH��MR¾YIRGI�MW�WSQIXLMRK�XLEX�GER�WTVIEH��-�XLMRO�0EIQQPI�LEW�E�KVIEX�
STTSVXYRMX]�XS�FI�MR¾YIRXMEP�FI]SRH�MXW�TS[IV��MR�WTVIEHMRK�E�PSZI�ERH�ER�ETTVIGMEXMSR�
for cinema culture.

Memorable Movies?

Bob Laemmle:
8LI�TS[IV�SJ�Battle of Algiers moves you 
and engages you. And, I fall in love every 
time I see Jules and Jim.

Mimi Reisbaum:
A Man and a Woman is one of the most 
QIQSVEFPI�½PQW��6IGIRXP]�Amour is one of 
XLSWI�½PQW�XLEX�PIEZIW�E�PEWXMRK�MQTEGX�EW�
MX�I\TPSVIH�XLI�MWWYI�SJ�KVS[MRK�SPHIV�ERH�
mind-boggling devotion.

Yvonne Ascher:
I saw Annie Hall�E�LYRHVIH�TPYW�XMQIW�FIGEYWI�-�[EW�[SVOMRK�MR�XLI�XLIEXVI�XLIR��XSS��
But there were certain scenes I’d go in every night to see.

Jay Reisbaum:
I saw Swept Away�EX�XLI�0SW�*IPM^�EFSYX�����XMQIW��8LIVI�[EW�EPWS�Seven Beauties. 

Greg Laemmle: 
I saw Battle of Algiers�[LIR�-�[EW�E�WSTLSQSVI�EX�'EP�ERH�VIEPM^IH�XLEX�XLI�[SVPH�[EW�
KVI]�ERH�RYERGIH��RSX�FPEGO�ERH�[LMXI�KSSH�ERH�FEH�

Deborah Blum:
In the heyday in Westwood, I remember seeing both Annie Hall, one of my favorite 
½PQW��ERH�Rocky. I remember going with my friend to see Rocky�ERH�[I�WTSOI�JSV�LSYVW�
EJXIV[EVHW��HMWWIGXMRK�IZIV]�WGIRI��-�XLMRO�MX�[EW�Q]�½VWX�I\TIVMIRGI�EREP]^MRK�E�½PQ�
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-R�������-�VIXYVRIH�XS�0SW�%RKIPIW�EW�E�RI[P]�SVHEMRIH�VEFFM�LIEHIH�JSV�E�,MPPIP�TSWX��.YWX�FIJSVI�SVHMREXMSR��-´H�
KSRI�FEGO�XS�Q]�QEMHIR�REQI�¯�XLI�REQI�SJ�[LMGL�-´H�FIGSQI�WS�TVSYH�XLEX�MX�[EW�[SVXL�XLI�TEMR�SJ�WTIPPMRK�
ERH�VIWTIPPMRK�MX��7SSR�GSYWMR�&SF�?6SFIVX�0EIQQPIA�WIRX�QI�E�JEQMP]�TEWW�ERH�-�XETTIH�MRXS�Q]�ERGIWXVEP�FSYRX]��

7MRGI�XLIR�¯�EX�:EPPI]�'SPPIKI�ERH�97'��[MXLMR�.I[MWL�ERH�KIRIVEP�0%�GMVGPIW�¯�[LIR�TISTPI�LIEV�Q]�PEWX�REQI��XLI�
JVIUYIRX�VIEGXMSR�LEW�FIIR�±-�PSZI�XLI�XLIEXVIW�WS�QYGL�²�4ISTPI�WTIEO�SJ�0EIQQPI�8LIEXVIW�[MXL�XLI�VIZIVIRGI�
ERH�HITXL�SJ�GSRRIGXMSR�YWYEPP]�VIWIVZIH�JSV�JEQMP]��YRHIVKVEHYEXI�GSPPIKI�SV�VIPMKMSYW�MRWXMXYXMSRW��

-RHIIH��-�LEZI�FIIR�WXVYGO�F]�XLI�GSQQSREPMX]�FIX[IIR�0EIQQPI�TVIWIRXIH�GMRIQE�ERH�VIPMKMSYWP]�SVKERM^IH�
KEXLIVMRKW��-R�FSXL�WIXXMRKW��TISTPI�GSQI�PSSOMRK�JSV�QIERMRK��E�FVSEHIRIH�SYXPSSO��ER�MRGVIEWIH�GETEGMX]�XS�
handle their lives with resilience, a heightened sense of humanity. 

8MQI�ERH�EKEMR��-�I\TPEMR�XLEX�Q]�PEXI�JEXLIV�ERH�YRGPI�JSYRHIH�XLI�XLIEXVIW�EJXIV�WIPPMRK�½PQ�JSV�9RGPI�'EVP��=IEV�
EJXIV�]IEV��SYV�JEQMP]�GSRZIRIW�XS�GIPIFVEXI�.I[MWL�LSPMHE]W��4EWX�ERH�TVIWIRX�MRXIVQMRKPI��ERH�[I�PSSO�MRXS�XLI�
JYXYVI�[MXL�LSTI�ERH�KVEXMXYHI��Bis hundred und twanzig��0EIQQPI�8LIEXVIW�¯�QE]�]SY�PMZI�XS������ERH�FI]SRH��

Gabriel, Tish, Ezra, Nadav & Greg Laemmle

Ezra Laemmle:
8LIVI�EVI�X[S�½PQW�XLEX�WXERH�SYX�XS�QI��3RI�MW�81/2��-X´W�RSX�RIGIWWEVMP]�Q]�JEZSVMXI�½PQ�FYX�
]SY�GSYPH�TEYWI�MX�EX�ER]�KMZIR�QSQIRX�ERH�XLI�PMKLX�ERH�HEVO�FEPERGI�MW�NYWX�TLIRSQIREP��
XLI�PMKLXMRK�MW�TIVJIGX��%RH�XLI�GEQIVE�[SVO�MW�YRFIPMIZEFPI��8LI�SXLIV�½PQ�MW�Once Upon 
a Time in the West�¯�MX´W�NYWX�QEKMGEP�

Jacob Laub:
I was obsessed with dinosaurs and The Land Before Time was one of my favorite movies.

- Written by Allison Levine


