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Every spirit brand has a story. It is the story of the 

people, the place, and the product. And the story 

behind Brown Sugar Bourbon is rooted in being 

the life of the party. BSB - Brown Sugar Bourbon 

is a premium flavored whiskey with a bourbon base 

mixed with just the right amount of brown sugar 

and cinnamon. The brand was founded in 2016 

by Washington-based Heritage Distilling. In its 

first year, it received numerous awards including 

“Best of Category – Flavored Whiskey” and “Gold 

Medal – Flavored Whiskey” from the American 

Distilling Institute, as well as a Gold Medal at 

the Seattle International Spirits Awards. BSB was 

also named “World’s Best Flavored Whiskey” in 

2018 and 2019 by Whisky Magazine’s World 

Whisky Awards. But BSB became the life of the 

party in 2021 when it was purchased by singer, 

actor, and entrepreneur Jamie Foxx.  

BSB - BROWN SUGAR BOURBON
The Life of the Party

Written by Allison Levine
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Celebrities buying into the spirits industry 

is a popular trend these days. With Foxx, 

people have been asking him for well 

over a decade when he would invest in 

a spirits brand. After his 2008 hit song 

called ‘Blame It (On The Alcohol)’, Foxx 

received calls from multiple liquor brands 

asking for his endorsement.  Brands sent 

him cases of spirits to share at his parties 

to try to entice him to invest. “I tried 

them all but none of them stuck,” said 

Foxx. Foxx did not want to be the face of 

a brand that he did not absolutely love. 

He did not want the relationship to be 

inauthentic. Everything changed when 

he tasted BSB.

Foxx, who is about living in the moment 

and having a good time, is known for his 

parties. “I was first introduced to BSB at 

one of my house parties, and everyone 

knows I throw the biggest parties! When 

I tasted it, I said ‘this is the right flavor.’” 

Foxx continued, “Before the night was 

over, I watched bottle after bottle of BSB 

make the rounds and disappear. I knew 

then that this was a brand I wanted to 

bring into the spotlight. Anyone who 

tries BSB is going to love it just like I do.” 

What stood out about BSB to Foxx, and 

his family and friends, was the flavor and 

the drinkability. Due to popular demand, 

Foxx continued to serve the brand at 

all his gatherings and parties and got 

the same result each time. It seemed 

that anyone who got a glass in front of 

them immediately loved BSB and its 

combination of whiskey and brown sugar. 

Foxx added, “I knew I had a hit on my 

hands when my friends and family kept 

coming over and asking for more. It’s a 

drink you can sip and feel good about.”

Before BSB, Foxx was not exclusively a 

whiskey drinker. “I’ve never been exclusive 

to one alcohol category,” explained Foxx. 

“I’ve had my vodka phase, my tequila 

phase, my wine phase. I’m currently in 

my flavored whiskey phase and there’s 

nothing better than BSB.”

Over the past decade, the flavored 

whiskey category has seen rapid growth. 

According to a recent Market Watch 

report, more than 16 million cases 

of flavored whiskey were sold in the 

United States in 2020, compared to just 

under two million cases in 2010. BSB 

has joined mainstays like Fireball, along 

with line extensions from large whiskey 

brands like Jack Daniels and Jim Beam. 

While other flavored whiskey brands 

contain cinnamon, honey and maple 

syrup, BSB appears to be the only brand 

in the category to feature brown sugar. At 

60-proof, BSB provides a fun entry into 

the category. It is easy to drink, affordable, 

and inclusive to all drinkers. 

In March of 2021, Foxx finally put the 

question to rest that had surrounded him 

since the release of ‘Blame It (on the 

Alcohol)’ and announced his ownership 

of BSB. “I’ve always lived by the rule that 

life is short, and you need to go out and 

do what you want to do,” Foxx expressed. 

“Ive never been exclusive 

to one alcohol category,” 

explained Foxx. “I’ve had 

my vodka phase, my tequila 

phase, my wine phase. I’m 

currently in my flavored 

whiskey phase and there’s 

nothing better than BSB.”

Jamie Foxx, Owner
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“Owning a brand that brings sweet life to 

the party has always been a goal of mine 

and with BSB we’re making it happen.”

Foxx is indeed making it happen and 

has had quite the ride with the brand 

since his ownership announcement. He 

has promoted BSB on both coasts and 

everywhere in between. “I love being 

around people and meeting my fans and I 

love promoting BSB and introducing it to 

the world,” said Foxx. 

The highlights of the past year in 

promoting the brand for Foxx have 

included creating music and comedy 

videos, tailgating and bartending at an 

NFL game, guest DJing at a Super Bowl 

Party, appearing at Wine & Food festivals, 

and bottle signings. At the most recent 

bottle signings in Chicago and Dallas, 

Foxx’s fans waited in line for hours before 

the signing began in order to buy a bottle 

of BSB and ensure that they could meet 

and have a picture taken with Foxx. At 

each appearance, Foxx stayed for hours 

over the allotted time so that he could 

take pictures and speak with every person 

waiting in line to meet him.

While visiting friends and family in Dallas 

over Thanksgiving, Foxx led a tailgate 

outside of AT&T Stadium, the home of 

the Dallas Cowboys, and served BSB shots 

and cocktails to thousands of adoring fans 

before the game. He then took the party 

inside the stadium and at halftime served 

as a guest bartender at four separate bars 

while high fiving fans, posing for selfies 

and leading chants of “BSB”.

The next night, Foxx appeared courtside 

at a Dallas Mavericks game with a bottle 

of BSB under his seat.  Before the game, 

Foxx strategized with Mavericks owner 

Mark Cuban (also a BSB investor) before 

having a 3-point shooting contest with 

Mavericks superstar Luka Doncic. The 

exposure that Foxx has brought to BSB 

has been priceless.

In addition to promoting the brand to 

potential consumers, Foxx has also been 

very involved in educating distributors 

and retailers about BSB. Foxx has taken 

part in countless Zoom meetings with 

distributor state salesforces to explain 

his involvement with BSB and generate 

excitement around the brand. During 

the Zoom meetings, Foxx mixes in 

stories, impersonations, and singing while 

answering questions ranging from why 

BSB, to what it is like acting alongside 

legends like Al Pacino, to how he got his 

start on ‘In Living Color’.

While getting to talk to a legend like 

Jamie Foxx and hearing some of his 

stories is an unforgettable experience for 

everyone involved in the Zoom calls, 

it is no longer rare for distributors and 

retailers to hear from a celebrity since so 

many are now involved in brands. But 

one thing differentiates Jamie’s ownership 

of BSB from the rest of the celebrity 

brands. Many celebrities own vodka and 

tequila brands, but Jamie Foxx is the only 

celebrity owner in the flavored whiskey 

category. Only time will tell if Jamie can 

generate the type of success with BSB that 

Sean Combs has had with Ciroc Vodka, 

George Clooney has had with Casamigos 

Tequila, and Ryan Reynolds has had with 

Aviation Gin, to name a few. Thus far, 

Foxx is off to a great start and is having 

the time of his life in doing so.

As owner, Foxx is involved both 

creatively and financially. Foxx is guiding 

the creative direction of the brand and is 

lending his entrepreneurial spirit to help 

with the brand’s expansion. But most 

importantly, as owner, Foxx wants to 
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make BSB approachable and accessible. 

“It’s always been important to me that 

whatever I align myself with not only 

complements my personality but is also 

available for all my fans to enjoy,” Foxx 

expressed. “BSB takes me back to my 

roots and it’s all about that good feeling. 

With BSB, there are no VIP lines and 

velvet ropes. I wasn’t looking to find 

something high-end or unattainable. 

I wanted a brand that was simple and 

accessible. The liquid is unpretentious 

and is meant to be inclusive. If I’m going 

to enjoy something, I want everyone to 

be able to.”

There are currently two offerings in the 

BSB brand family. In addition to BSB - 

Brown Sugar Bourbon, there is also a 

higher proof version of the 60-proof base. 

BSB 103 is the big brother. It is an over-

proofed Flavored Whiskey, created using 

the same ingredients as BSB - Brown 

Sugar Bourbon but with less sweetness 

and a bolder Whiskey flavor.

To Foxx, BSB stands out in the Flavored 

Whiskey category. Foxx explained, 

“once you taste BSB, you’ll realize it’s 

not just an alcohol - it’s an experience. 

You can sip it, you can shoot it, you 

can mix it in a cocktail. Honestly there 

really isn’t anything you can’t do with 

it. When I take a sip of BSB, it takes 

me somewhere else. No responsibilities, 

only good vibes.”

“You can drink it however you want – you 

can put it on ice, have it neat, shoot it 

or mix it with lemonade,” Foxx suggests. 

“I like to be one with my Whiskey when 

I drink it, but that’s just me. Now that 

summer is here, I know I’ll be drinking 

one of my favorite cocktails – BSB 

Lemonade. It’s sweet, easy, and made for a 

good time. When life hands you lemons, 

you hand them back BSB lemonade with 

brown sugar on the rim. But honestly 

however you drink it it’ll taste great.”

BSB is a genuine product of the U.S. 

and is currently available nationwide 

online and at the finest retailers. BSB 

is distributed nationally by Southern 

Glazer's Wine & Spirits. And BSB will 

be found wherever Jamie Foxx is. 

BROWN SUGAR
BOURBON COCKTAILS

BSB LEMONADE

2 oz BSB – Brown Sugar Bourbon

4 oz fresh lemonade

Cocktail cherry 

Lemon wedge

Method: Combine BSB and lemonade into a 

shaker with ice. Shake vigorously and strain 

into a rocks glass with fresh ice. Garnish with a 

cocktail cherry and lemon wedge.

BSB BOURBON SOUR

2 oz BSB – Brown Sugar Bourbon

1 oz lemon juice (fresh squeezed)

.5 tsp superfine sugar

Method: Combine the bourbon, lemon juice, 

and sugar in a shaker half-filled with ice and 

shake well. Strain into a glass over ice and 

garnish with a lemon slice. 

BSB BOULEVARDIER

2 oz BSB – Brown Sugar Bourbon

1 oz Campari

1 oz sweet vermouth

Method: Add bourbon, Campari, and sweet 

vermouth into a mixing glass with ice and stir 

until well-chilled. Strain into a rocks glass over 

fresh ice and garnish with an orange twist. 

BSB NOT SO OLD FASHIONED

2 oz BSB – Brown Sugar Bourbon

3 dashes of Bitters

Cocktail cherry

Method: In a rocks glass, combine BSB and 

Bitters, top with ice, and garnish with a cherry 

and orange peel. 
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