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With more than a thousand registered 

Tequila brands on the market, many 

small batch distilleries can easily fall 

under the radar. Nevertheless, Mara Im-

ports was founded in 2016 by Maricela 

Martinez and Rafael González, focuses 

on small batch distilleries throughout 

Mexico. Targeting what Martinez de-

scribes as “the small guys that no one 

paid attention to,” Mara Imports special-

izes in the distribution, marketing, and 

sales of agave Tequila originating in the 

Tequila regions of Mexico that bear the 

registered AOC-Appellation of Origin. 

Moreover, in only four years, Mara Im-

ports has grown into a prominent im-

porter of Tequila. 

Martinez and González were both born 

in Jalisco, one of Mexico’s premier Te-

quila regions. Therefore, you can say 

that Tequila is in their blood. Martinez 

came to the United States in 1987 and 

worked in the fields picking strawberries. 

She later opened a Latino supermarket 

where she learned the role of the retailer. 

For twenty years, she worked as a Tequila 

specialist for a major liquor distribution 

company in California. González also 

worked in the industry as a sales repre-

sentative and a route driver. 

While working as a Tequila specialist, 

Martinez discovered the many small dis-

tilleries throughout the region producing 

amazing products. Unfortunately, the 

major importers ignored most of those 

products. Knowing the passion and qual-

ity of these small distilleries was the in-

spiration to create Mara Imports. “When 

you meet the owners of these distilleries, 

you can feel the dedication and artisan-

ship that they put into their tequilas,” 

Martinez explained. 

Taking the first two letters of Maricela 

and Rafael’s names, Mara Imports was 

born. While González manages the 

warehouse, Martinez’s experience in re-

tail and wholesale primed her to know 

what it takes to help the owners of these 

small distilleries. 

Mara Imports started out renting a 700 

square foot warehouse and now, four years 

later, they have bought their own 6000 

square foot building. The Mara Imports 

portfolio includes more than 30 Tequila 

brands with over 150 SKUS. The select 

group of various distilleries are in Los Al-
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tos de Jalisco and in the Tequila Valley. 

They all work under traditional, modern, 

and artisanal processes, resulting in high 

quality tequilas, capable of satisfying the 

needs market, tastes, and preferences tai-

lored to the consumer. Mara Imports also 

represents two Mezcal brands and one 

Whiskey made in California.

With nine sales representatives, Mara 

Imports distributes all the brands in Cali-

fornia. In addition, some of the brands 

have distribution in as many as 24 states, 

including Michigan, Illinois, Texas, Ari-

zona, Nevada, Florida, New York, New 

Jersey, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Iowa, 

Oregon, Colorado, New Hampshire, 

Louisiana, Georgia, Indiana, Maryland, 

Oklahoma, Wisconsin, Washington, and 

Delaware.Even with the pandemic, Mara 

Imports grew over 300% in 2020. With 

continual growth over the last four years, 

Maricela shares that “we just started and 

thought we would make enough to live. 

We never expected to grow so quickly.” 

The success of Mara Imports can be at-

tributed to Martinez and González who 

have focused on establishing long-term 

business and personal relationships with 

companies and individuals who share 

and practice the mutual belief that hon-

esty, integrity, reliability, and hard work 

are very important to everyone's success.

Looking forward, Martinez intends to 

import more brands and collaborate 

with distributors across the country to 

become one of the most effective liquor 

distributors in North America and “the 

experts on Mexican spirits and anything 

Agave.” As the tequila and the Agave 

category grows stronger each year, and 

the appetite for new and creative spir-

its from Mexico are in high demand, 

Martinez sees “nothing but a bright and 

strong future where every day is indeed 

a Tequila sunrise.”  
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