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Fleeing the Ottoman Empire in the early 
20th century, hundreds of thousands of Ar-
menians fled their country, including the 
Eurnekian family who emigrated to Argen-
tina. The Eurnekian family found success 
working in textiles and raised three sons, 
including Eduardo Eurnekian who fol-
lowed in his father’s footsteps leading the 
company, and later diversifying into other 
businesses.

Returning to Armenia was not possible for 
the Eurnekian family or others because it 
was part of the Soviet Union. But, Edu-
ardo, like many Armenian expats, had 
always supported family and friends in Ar-
menia. When the Soviet Union fell in the 
early 1990s, Armenia was left abandoned. 
Committed to the Armenian cause, Edu-
ardo wanted to be a part of this new era 
and invest in Armenia, ultimately having 
a positive impact in the country.

While he did not have a background in 
wine, Eduardo had always loved wine. 
He saw wine as a way to work the land 
of his ancestors while creating long-term 
quality jobs. He would build a bridge be-
tween Armenia and the rest of the world 
through wine. 

Eduardo bought land in Armenia in 2004 
in the Armavir region, between Mount 
Aragats and Mount Ararat. Ararat is tradi-

tionally associated with the mountain on 
which Noah’s Ark rested at the end of the 
Flood. Eduardo chose the land for the view 
of Mount Ararat, but also for volcanic soils. 
Taking a sustainable approach, he planted 
vineyards and brought in top consultants, 
such as Michel Rolland, to introduce Ar-
menia to the finest knowledge in wine. 
With no irrigation systems in place, he 
put in drip and gravitational irrigation sys-
tems. He also planted fruits and vegetables 
which provide quality organic products to 
everyone who works the lands. The first 
wine from Karas (which means “amphora” 
in Armenian) Winery was made in 2010. 

When Eduardo started Karas Winery, Ar-
menia was not thought of for wine pro-
duction. But Armenia was once the wine 
capital of the world and Armenia is home 
to the world’s oldest winery. In 2007, ar-
cheologists discovered Areni-1 Winery in 
a cave hidden in Arpa Canyon near Ar-
eni Village. They uncovered 6100-year-old 
intact clay karas jugs buried in the soil, as 
well as a wine press. 

During the Soviet Era, the wine industry 
in Armenia was shifted to mass production 
and industrialization. There was no longer 
a private sector. Stalin made assignments 
and Georgia became the center of wine 
production, while Armenia was designated 
as the brandy-producing country. There 

were also anti-alcohol campaigns. Arme-
nia’s wine industry almost disappeared as 
vineyards and businesses were destroyed. 
But, beginning in 1991, after Armenia 
gained independence, it was because of 
pioneers and visionaries like Eduardo 
Eurnekian that the Armenian wine indus-
try was revitalized. Today, Karas Winery is 
run by Eduardo Eurnekian and his grand-
niece Juliana Del Aguila Eurnekian. 

For almost a decade, Juliana has been work-
ing with Karas Winery, as well as with their 
Argentine winery Del Fin Del Mundo in 
Patagonia, which was created in 2009. 
Growing up in Argentina, wine was part of 
the culture, but Juliana studied psychology 
in university. When she was 21 years old, 
she went to Armenia for her first time and 
visited the vineyards. Through the wine, 
she fell in love with Armenia and felt con-
nected with her history and her family.  

Juliana returned to Buenos Aires and stud-
ied to be a sommelier, as well as the Arme-
nian language, while finishing her degree 
in psychology. Mentored by Michel Rol-
land, she travelled the world learning from 
top producers. Juliana focuses on bringing 
all that knowledge to the family’s wineries. 
For the past four years, she has been lead-
ing both companies and is especially proud 
to be an ambassador of Armenian wine.  “It 
is a great honor for me to have the possibil-
ity to work in Armenia, in these ancestral 
lands, the lands of my ancestors, in this 
historical wine world. It’s really magical to 
have the opportunity to go from the begin-
ning to the end of the world making wine, 
leading the rebirth of Armenian wine.”
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