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Wine and spirits retailers have offered 
online sales in conjunction with brick-
and-mortar stores for years. E-commerce 
was not born out of the pandemic. But 
over the past year, on-line sales of alcohol 
have increased exponentially, making 
alcohol the fastest growing e-commerce 
department among consumer- packaged 
goods, according to Nielsen data. But 
while retailers have shifted to e-commerce, 
the wholesale sector of the wine and spirits 

industry has been met with challenges. 
Off-premise sales have kept wholesalers 
in business while on-premise business has 
diminished. However, with the pandemic, 
many off-premise, and remaining on-
premise, businesses prefer to limit in-person 
meetings with sales representatives. One 
wholesale company, Quality Distributor, 
has added e-commerce to their distribution 
model which also includes Cash & Carry 
as well as the traditional in-person sales.

QUALITY DISTRIBUTOR
 A Wholesale Company in San Diego, CA Offers A New Way To Do Business at QDLiquor.com

Written by Allison Levine



Quality Distributor, established in 1996, 
is a reputable wholesale supplier that has 
been in business for more than 25 years. 
Based in San Diego, California, Quality 
Distributor supplies liquor, beer, and wine, 
as well as beverages, groceries, candy, 
tobacco, premium cigars, dairy, and more. 
Quality Distributor has a second location 
in Phoenix, Arizona dedicated to the sale 
of distilled spirits. 

Quality Distributor was founded by Raad 
Benny. Raad emigrated to the United 
States in 1991. When he came to the 
United States, he worked for a wholesale 
grocery distributor before opening his 
own grocery distribution business. After 
seven years in business, he added liquor 
to his portfolio. 

Quality Distributor supplies big chains 
such as Costco, Beverages & More, and 
Total Wine with their exclusive lines 
of tequila and Arak. With more than 
30 brands, tequila is a large category for 
Quality Distributor. They also specialize 
in the importing and distribution of 
tequila all over California, as well as 
many other states which currently include 
Nevada, Arizona, Oregon, Illinois, Texas, 
Michigan, Florida, and Washington. A 
selection of tequilas includes:

ADICTIVO TEQUILA
Adictivo Tequila was founded by Gildardo 
Partida, grandson and son of tequila 
makers. His family has been dedicated for 
more than 100 years to the art of making 
tequila and Gildardo proudly carries on the 
legacy. Made with 100% pure Blue Agave 
and using a traditional process, the tequila 
is aged in French White Oak Barrels that 
provide exquisite nuances of flavor. 

BAD STUFF TEQUILA
Felipe Soto Mares, a master tequila 
maker, is following the family tradition 
first started by his grandfather Roberto 
Mares Sr. Mares and his family left 
Mexico in the 1920s due to the Cristero 
Revolution and fled to the U.S. during 
Prohibition. During Prohibition, Mares 
harvested local blue agave which he 
fermented and distilled. He then sold it 
to the speakeasies of San Diego and Los 
Angeles. Today, Bad Stuff Tequila follows 
sustainable environmental practices. 

They do not use any pesticides in their 
agave fields and are the first distillery to 
use wood chips for steam generation power 
which leaves a low carbon footprint. Each 
bottle is handcrafted from recycled glass 
in Mexico which provides local jobs and 
supports old world craftmanship. 

CASINO AZUL TEQUILA
A sipping tequila made from 100% 
Blue Agave, the Casino Azul Tequila is 
recognizable for the hand blown glass 
bottles. Most eye-catching is the 3 in 1 
Tower which offers the collectable tequila 
in three separate sections, each with a 
separate pour spout.  

CAVA DE ORO TEQUILA
Cava de Oro Tequila is produced by 
Tequila Puerta de Hierro Distillery (NOM 
1477) under the direction of Tequila 
Master Gildardo Partida Melendrez. 
Traditional pot stills are used for the 
double-distillation and used red wine 
French oak barrels are used for aging the 
tequila. 

DON ALBERTO TEQUILA
Tequila Don Alberto hails from the 
award-winning distillery NOM 1477 
which has produced Cava de Oro. In 
addition to tequila, Don Alberto has 
produced award-winning Mezcal. 

DON PIPOCHO TEQUILA
Another great tequila for a collector, 
the Don Pipocho Tequila comes in a 
handmade and hand painted ceramic 
bottle made by Mexican artisans. Each 
bottle has a ceramic man wrapped around 
the top of the vase. 

DON VALENTE TEQUILA
Established in 1998, Tequila Don Valente 
has been producing award winning 
handcrafted tequilas with Blue Agave 
in the traditional process that has been 
passed on from generation to generation 
for more than 300 years. 

PINTORESCO TEQUILA
Pintoresco Extra Añejo Tequila is an 
extremely smooth tequila that will please 
Cognac drinkers. 

DESTILERIA PORFIDIO 
Destileria Porfidio is the brainchild of 
Austrian Martin Grassl who moved to 
Mexico in 1991 with the passion to 
create an international luxury tequila. 
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Known for his innovation and creativity, 
Grassl has challenged the traditional 
industry. He was the first to modernize 
Mexico’s distillation system, including 
implementing temperature-controlled 
fermentation and applying waterless 
hydraulic pressing of the agave. Porfidio 
was the first brand to market a single-
barrel tequila, a triple-distilled tequila, 
an Anejo-Extra tequila, and a 100% Blue 
Agave Super-Jalisco. Porfidio has received 
numerous accolades including 98 points 
from Wine Enthusiast. 

TEQUILA RAZONES
Hand crafted in the small pueblo of 
Amatitan Jalisco, Mexico, considered the 
true birthplace of tequila, Tequila Razones 
is a tequila that honors the land it is from. 

TINTA NEGRA TEQUILA
Tinta Negra Tequila is a boutique, family-
owned and operated distillery where 
tequila is very patiently made in small 
batches. Tinta Negra Supreme Extra 
Anejo spends 5+ years in French Oak 
barrels that once aged California red 
wines, and is then flash-aged in new, 
medium-charred American Oak finishing 
barrels. This unique process results in a 
natural 'clean' sweetness, refined oaky 
nose and unprecedented smooth finish.

SIN RIVAL TEQUILA
Tequila Sin Rival is an ultra-premium 
product of artisan elaboration.

TRES MUJERES TEQUILA
Founded by Ing. Jesus Partida at the 
end of the year of 1996, Tequila Tres 
Mujeres has 2 factories producing 100% 
Agave Tequila: La Magdalena factory 
and La Marquesa factory, both located in 
Amatitán, Jalisco. Crafted with passion, 
the meticulous selection of agaves makes 

it possible to obtain the exceptional 
liquid of the Premium Line of Tequila Tres 
Mujeres. The bottles are made by hand by 
Mexican artisans.

TEQUILA DONA VICTORIA
Owner Raad has also created his own 
brand of tequila dedicated to his late 
mother Victoria. Victoria and her husband 
Yousif raised Raad, his four brothers, 
and two sisters. “We came from a hard-
working family and she raised us all to 
become educated and ambitious in life,” 
Raad expressed. He loved his mother and 
took care of her. He wanted to find a way 

to honor her name and selected to create 
a tequila, as it is his favorite spirit.

Tequila Dona Victoria was released less 
than a year ago. It is an Extra Anejo 
Tequila, aged for five years in French 
oak, and produced in the Partida factory 
in Jalisco. The packaging is a beautiful 
handmade ceramic bottle that comes in 
four colors: blue, red, pink, and orange. 
Proceeds for the sale of Tequila Dona 
Victoria are donated to charity. 

In addition to tequila, Quality Distributor 
offers a range of liquors from vodka, gin, 
and rum to bourbon, whiskey, and Scotch, 

to Cognac, brandy, and more. A selection 
of spirits includes:

ARAK TOUMA
Arak, the national drink of Lebanon, is 
the anise-based spirit made from grape 
brandy and anise seeds. Considered one 
of Lebanon’s premier producers of high 
quality arak, Arak Touma is known as the 
“King of Arak”. Since 1888, the Touma 
Family has produced wine and arak in 
the small town of Kab-elias in the Bekaa 
Valley. Arak Touma is made exclusively 
with whole aniseed. The grape distillate 
is fermented and then distilled four times 
with water and aniseed added each time. 
Bottled at 100 proof, Arak Touma is one 
of the most complex and pleasurable anis 
liqueurs on the market. 

EL DIABLITO MEZCAL
Located in the Sacred Valley area of the 
magical town of Tepoztlán, Morelos, 
Mexico, El Diablito is produced by WW 
Mexicana SA DE CV. The company 
has been cultivating agave, producing 
by hand, and selling 100% agave mezcal 
for 20 years. El Diablito label is one of a 
red Devil and a Mexican skull dancing 
and drinking mezcal, under the magic of 
the God Tepoztecatl and surrounded by 
spirits of skulls, devils and worms, which 
was inspired by el diablito rojo, a weekly 
worker's fight against the dictatorship in 
whose pages Posada was drawn.  

MAXIME TRIJOL COGNAC
Located in the heart of the Cognac 
region, the house of Maxime Trijol dates 
back to 1859. Six generations of the Trijol 
family have cultivated the brand which 
includes cultivating their own vines, as 
well as distilling and aging Cognac.  

Raad Benny
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MARIANNE DE PARAGUAY RUM
Made from all organic molasses and 
aged on French oak, Marianne de 
Paraguay Rum is produced in Paraguay 
by Hogerzeil Distillery using the highest 
quality natural raw materials. 

D-GIN
Based in Belgium, D-Gin is a brewed 
in a traditional way with eight herbs 
from different parts of the world, 
including Coriandum Sativum, Elettaria 
Cardamomum, Juniperus Communis, 
Caryophyllus Aromaticus, Foeniculum 
Vulgare, and Citrea Cupid. The resulting 
gin is clean with full flavor. 

KOJIKI WHISKY
KOJIKI is the collection of myths, 
legends, and historical tales in Japan 
dating from the 8th century and is the 
inspiration behind Kojiki Distillery. 
Kojiki Distillery is located in the Kansai 
area close to Kyoto and along the shore 
of lake Biwa, the largest freshwater in 
Japan. Kojiki Whisky is a unique blend 
of 40% barley (with a small percentage of 
the barley being peated), 30% wheat, and 
30% corn. The whisky is twice distilled in 
traditional pot stills, then aged for three 
years in Bourbon barrels. The whisky 
is then finished for three months in 
Sauternes barrels and for four months in 
Champagne casks.

FIDDLER UNISON BOURBON
A blend of a foraged wheated bourbon 
and house-distilled high-malt bourbon, 
Fiddler Unison Bourbon is a classic 
American bourbon and the flagship 
bourbon of ASW Distillery, southern pot-
still pioneers located in Atlanta, Georgia 
and the second legally licensed distillery 
in Atlanta since the end of American 
Prohibition. 

FIDDLER GEORGIA HEARTWOOD 
BOURBON
A Gold Medal winner at the 2018 San 
Francisco World Spirits Competition, 
the Fiddler Georgia Heartwood Bourbon, 
a product of ASW Distillery, is made from 
foraged high-wheat bourbon, finished on 
staves of hand-charred Georgia oak. 

RESURGENS RYE
Produced by ASW Distillery, Resurgens 
Rye is a revival of Appalachian-style ryes. 
Made from 100% malted rye, Resurgens 
Rye is a 2020 Double Gold winner at the 
San Francisco World Spirits Competition.
 
TIRE FIRE HEAVILY SINGLE MALT
Gold Medal winner at the 2020 San 
Francisco World Spirits Competition, 
Tire Fire Heavily Single Mat, produced 
at AWS Distillery, is a heavily peated 
like in Islay-style single malts. Tire Fire 
is distilled from 100% heavily peated 
malt from Inverness, Scotland and then 
matured in new, charred oak. 

In addition to importing and distributing 
Tequila and Arak, Quality Distributor’s 
portfolio includes products from Youngs 
Market and Gallo which are a part of 
their Cash & Carry business in El Cajon, 
California. With Cash & Carry, retailers 
who cannot buy in big quantities have 
the convenience to come and shop freely. 
They can purchase one bottle or 20 cases 
and are not charged breakage fees. In 
addition, they are offering the products at 
the most competitive prices. 

In response to the pandemic and the 
limitations to in-person meetings, 
Quality Distributor has expanded into 
online ordering. With the quest for 
convenience and our increasing reliance 
on online shopping, offering e-commerce 
is a natural step for a wholesaler. “With 

the pandemic, buyers do not want to 
see people for in-person meetings. It 
became challenging for wholesale reps. 
So, we started to offer the ability for our 
customers to order online,” explained 
Raad. They have responded to the “new 
normal” by setting up online service 
for liquor stores and other retailers in 
California and Arizona enabling them to 
order from the comfort of their offices. As 
Raad expressed, “we started e-commerce 
with the pandemic, but we will now offer 
it forever.”

This is the new way of doing business. 
However, Quality Distributor is currently 
the only wholesaler in the country 
providing online ordering as an option. 

Quality Distributor has a website, www.
qdliquor.com, in which retail stores in 
California and Arizona can place their 
orders. The website is easy to manage 
and just by establishing online ordering, 
Quality Distributor has received 100 new 
clients exclusively through the website. 
Raad shared, “We have received nothing 
but positive feedback from everyone 
who places their orders and navigates 
it.” Shipping within 48 hours, Quality 
Distributor offers free and fast delivery 
to all retail locations in California and 
Arizona. Raad added, “It is easy, friendly, 
and if there is any damage or the customer 
is not satisfied, we pick it up.”

Quality Distributor offers a vast selection 
of spirits and is dedicated to providing 
the best customer service. Raad expressed 
it best, “we want to do business right 
because the customer is always right.”

WWW.QDLIQUOR.COM
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